
Proposed Bylaw Change as recommended by the Board of General Ministries

Decreasing the number of cooperating churches for purposes of determining a quorum. 

The current wording of the ABCUSA Bylaws, Article IV, Section 3, Paragraph b action by 

Delegates, states: 

(b) Action by Delegates. At each Biennial Meeting, one-third (1/3) of the Delegates

registered with the General Secretary prior to convening the Delegates for the first

order of business of the Biennial Meeting, present in person, shall constitute a

quorum, provided that at least one Delegate is registered from each of at least two

hundred (200) Cooperating Churches which are located within the areas of at least

ten (10) Regional Organizations. Attendance by proxy will not be permitted. If at

any Biennial Meeting there shall be no quorum present, the Delegates present shall

have power to adjourn the Meeting from time to time until a quorum is present and

no notice of any such adjourned Meeting need be given. At all Biennial Meetings

each Delegate shall be entitled to one (1) vote. Except as otherwise provided by

applicable law or in Article XIX, a majority of the votes cast by the Delegates

present, as provided in Article XVIII, Section 9, shall determine the vote of the

Delegates.

The following wording is proposed as change to this section… 

Due to the concern for establishing a quorum for the Biennial Business Session, the request 

was made for the consideration of decreasing the number of cooperating churches from 200 

to 160 for purposes of determining a quorum. 

The revised wording of the ABCUSA Bylaws, Article IV, Section 3, Paragraph b action by 

Delegates would read, 

(b) Action by Delegates. At each Biennial Meeting, one-third (1/3) of the Delegates

registered with the General Secretary prior to convening the Delegates for the first

order of business of the Biennial Meeting, present in person, shall constitute a

quorum, provided that at least one Delegate is registered from each of at least one

hundred sixty (160) Cooperating Churches which are located within the areas of at least ten (10) 
Regional Organizations. Attendance by proxy will not be permitted. If at

any Biennial Meeting there shall be no quorum present, the Delegates present shall

have power to adjourn the Meeting from time to time until a quorum is present and

no notice of any such adjourned Meeting need be given. At all Biennial Meetings

each Delegate shall be entitled to one (1) vote. Except as otherwise provided by

applicable law or in Article XIX, a majority of the votes cast by the Delegates

present, as provided in Article XVIII, Section 9, shall determine the vote of the

Delegates.


