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When we are united in God’s mission,

our United Mission will grow.
Three American Baptist leaders, “giants of the faith,” died recently.  Two had served with International Ministries as overseas missionaries:  Chester J. Jump, Jr. and Daniel E. Fountain.  The third, Harrison E. Williams, had served as executive minister for two of our regions and as associate general secretary for regional operations for ABC/USA.  It was my honor and privilege over the years to know and to work with these three men.

The Rev. Dr. Chester (Chet) Jump died on December 13, 2012, at age 94.  “Chet,” as he was affectionately known, and his wife Margaret were appointed in 1944 to serve as missionaries of the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society in Congo.

The Jumps were first stationed at Vanga.  Participating in evangelistic work with the Congolese Baptists, Dr. Jump carefully examined and from December 1951 to October 1953 baptized nearly 10,000 new believers. During the Jumps’ two terms of service at Vanga, more than 125 villages were added to the Vanga outreach and more than 32,000 persons were baptized.

Dr. Jump became executive director of International Ministries in 1965 and served in this position for 18 years. Following his retirement he served for five years as the director of American Baptist World Relief and for one year as the Interim General Secretary of American Baptist Churches USA.  During four of his years serving as the Director of American Baptist World Relief, his office and mine were side-by-side at the ABC building in Valley Forge.  It was an inspiration to know and to work with him.

Dr. Daniel E. Fountain, M.D. died on February 12, 2013, at the age of 82.  A medical doctor with the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society (ABFMS) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo for 35 years from 1961 to 1996, Dan was a founding architect of a comprehensive, Christian, healthcare service in Congo.  Through the efforts of Dan and his wife Miriam, along with those of the Baptist Community of Western Congo, the Vanga Hospital grew into a 400-bed teaching hospital with a nurses training school, family medicine residency, a rural health zone of 50 health centers serving a quarter of a million people, a church-based community health program reaching over 300 villages, and a whole-person care ministry to persons with HIV.

Early in his career, in 1964, he was designated one of the "Ten Outstanding Young Men of the Year" by the U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce.  That was the year I first met him and arranged for him to speak at a combined meeting of the Rotary and Kiwanis clubs in Fredonia, N.Y.  In 1970, I spent time with him in the Congo, later named Zaire, learning from and observing his work first-hand in his teaching and practitioner ministries done in the name of Jesus.

The Rev. Harrison E. Williams died on January 24, 2013, at the age of 93.  Harry had served as deputy general secretary for regional operations.  Dr. A. Roy Medley, ABC/USA general secretary, said, “Rev. Williams was an excellent servant of Christ’s church, who used his intellectual, pastoral, and administrative gifts in support of the church’s mission.”

In his active ministry, which extended 43 years, Harry displayed notable gifts of leadership and responsibility in varied Christian service.  He then became executive minister of the American Baptist Churches of the Rochester/Genesee Region in New York.  In 1970, he was named ABC/NYS’ executive minister.

I worked with him for several years, both when he was in regional staff positions and also while he served ABC/USA.  Those years are filled with warm and appreciative memories.

Their ministries remind me of the verb forms in Jesus’ words that we know as the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20):  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
All three of these giants of the faith were obedient to these words of Jesus.  Their ministries were supported, in part, by our gifts to American Baptist United Mission.

When we support American Baptist United Mission, ABC ministries in the United States and around the globe come alive
Your gift for United Mission is always cause for celebration.

Good news for all people!
THANK YOU for your support of American Baptist United Mission!

Ron

