


Annual Report of 
MZ Community Corporation, Inc. 

 
 Formed through Mount Zion Baptist Church, a 137-year-old church with a rich 

history of community servitude, MZ Community Corporation’s mission is to serve the 

residents of Newark, New Jersey and its surrounding communities in ways that contribute 

to societal wholeness and familial health as it relates to educational, physical, financial, 

and emotional needs.    

 



 
The Matthew 25 grant funds will be utilized for the following: 
 
MZ Community Corporation, Inc., located at 208 Broadway, Newark, New Jersey, in partnership 
with and on behalf of Mount Zion Baptist Church is seeking the Matthew 25 grant from 
ABCUSA to fund upgrades for its free Food Pantry for needy families.  The purpose of the grant 
is to purchase commercial refrigeration equipment to increase food storage capacity and to 
purchase more food for distribution, to purchase bagging supplies for the Food Pantry, as well 
defraying transportation costs associated with food pick up and delivery to the Food Pantry.    
 
The Lower Broadway neighborhood where Mount Zion Baptist Church’s Food Pantry is located 
has a high concentration of poverty.  According to the 2010 census, Mount Zion Baptist Church 
is located in an area where the poverty rate for families is 31.0% and for families with children 
40.7%. The unemployment rate is 19.3%. Additionally the Food Pantry serves many persons 
who are homeless. 
 
Our proposal is for $5,000 with the following breakdown:  $1,500 of the grant to be allocated 
toward commercial equipment upgrades (e.g. commercial refrigeration).  We propose $2,500 be 
allocated for the purchase of additional food.  $500 will be allocated for the purchase of Food 
Pantry supplies (i.e. plastic bags and storage containers).  With the final $500 allocated toward 
the monthly truck rental to pick up food purchased from the Community Food Bank. These funds 
will assure increased food distribution to some of the most vulnerable within the community.  
 
Allocations made possible through this $5,000 grant will allow increased efforts to acquire 
nutritious, supplemental food for needy families and individuals in the Newark and expanding 
throughout New Jersey.  Food distribution includes perishable (fresh and frozen) and non-
perishable food items.     
 
Formed through Mount Zion Baptist Church, a 137-year-old church with a rich history of 
community servitude, MZ Community Corporation’s mission is to serve the residents of Newark, 
New Jersey and its surrounding communities in ways that contribute to societal wholeness and 
familial health as it relates to educational, physical, financial, and emotional needs.    
 
As recipients of the Matthew 25 Grant, MZ Community Corporation Inc., desires to increase 
food distribution through Mount Zion Baptist Church’s monthly free Food Pantry which 
exemplifies Deuteronomy 15:11 that says, “For the poor shall never cease out of the land: 
therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, 
and to thy needy, in thy land”.  Currently, through this monthly outreach, Mount Zion serves 
over 1,200 people at no cost to recipients and with 85% of the individuals having no affiliation 
with the church. Many times the Food Pantry has been forced to close early because the food 
supply was depleted and those in need had to be turned away.  The Matthew 25 grant would 
enable Mount Zion Baptist Church to be an even greater blessing to the community it has so 
faithfully served for decades.  
 



 

 

 

The mission of MZCC is to serve the residents of Newark and 
its surrounding communities in ways that contribute to societal 
wholeness and familial health as it relates to educational, 
physical, financial, and emotional needs. It will seek to fulfill 
this purpose through educational opportunities, employment 
training, mental health support, life skills training, resource 
sharing, and recreational events.  
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