
ABCUSA MATTHEW 25 GRANT APPLICATION - 2017 
 
A generous donor has given a sum of money through American Baptist Churches USA  
Office of the General Secretary, to be used for programs that address “housing, feeding, 
education and health with regard to the less fortunate.” A panel will select recipients for 
grants of up to $5,000.  Awards will be granted only to ministries of an American Baptist 
church in good standing with their Region. This is a change from previous grant cycles. 
We will no longer award grants to organizations affiliated with churches such as a 
cooperative group that includes non-ABC churches; applications must be submitted by an 
ABC church for work being done directly by that church. 
 
Only one application per church will be considered within a 24-month period. Because this change 
was made following the Fall 2016 cycle, recipients of a Spring 2016 grant are eligible to apply.  
 
Grant funds may not be used to fund staff positions, rainy day funds, church benevolent funds, regular 
ongoing church operating expenses (i.e. utilities, insurance), repairs, or for capital improvements to 
facilities. Grant awards will be sent to the ABC church that is applying for the grant; checks will not be 
made payable to an individual or ministry.  

 
Tab through the document to fill in all the fields below. 

1. Applicant Information 
Name of Church:  Memorial Baptist Church 
Mailing Address: 97 S. Pleasant Street, Middlebury VT 05753 
Phone: 802-388-7472 Federal Tax ID#: 22-2520942  
Name of Region: VT NH 
Contact person (person completing this form): Rev. Stephanie Allen  
Email of contact person: stephaniesueallen15@gmail.com

     

 
 
Does your church contribute to United Mission?  Yes     No 
 
Have you previously been awarded an ABCUSA Matthew 25 Grant? Yes     No 
If so, have you submitted your report on the use of the funds? Yes     No 
 

2. What ministry or group will use these funds? 
 
Hope Prison Ministry  
 

3. Specifically, how do you plan to use the requested funds?   
Please include a very brief and specific statement on how the money will be spent. For 
example: to purchase school supplies for 100 elementary school children; to provide summer 
camp scholarships for 10 children from low-income families; purchase diapers and wipes for 
single mothers. You are encouraged to attach a longer description (no more than one page) of 
the ministry or project. 
 
To hand-deliver a care package of basic supplies (i.e. groceries, toiletries) to 100 of Hope 
Prison Ministry's formerly incarcerated clients when they are released from prison. 
 

4. How will the funds assist individuals battling poverty and its effects? What impact do you hope 
to make on the target group or community? 
 
Hope Prison Ministry provides a broad range of programs to clients who are incarcerated, and 
limited services to formerly incarcerated clients after they have been released.  Formerly 
incarcerated people in South Africa struggle to provide for their basic needs, and are often 
under pressure to provide for other family members as well.  At the same time, their 
employment prospects are grim due to South Africa's poor economy (~40% unemployment) 



and their criminal record.  Many turn back to substance abuse and crime due to the poisonous 
combination of stress, physical lack, and hopelessness. 
 
While we cannot hope to solve this enormous problem, providing even a small amount of 
practical assistance with food and toiletries will be greatly appreciated by our clients and 
relieve some of the immense pressure they face from themselves, their families and their 
communities. Some of this support will be in the form of a care package that we deliver to their 
homes after their release. The rest of the money will be spent through a "Special Needs Fund" 
where we can provide additional support on a case-by-case basis (i.e. clothing, transportation 
to a job before the first paycheck is received)  
    
Perhaps more importantly, it gives our team the opportunity to make a stronger connection 
with clients after release and provide ongoing mentoring and emotional and spiritual support 
as they seek to live out their new life in Christ. We have a network of support groups available 
for ex-prisoners, but we want to make a personal connection. The care package is essentially 
our introduction to the ex-prisoner's family. They know we have been walking a road with their 
loved one, but when we show up with a gift for them they will see God's love in action.  
 

5. Total cost of the project: $5000 
 

6. Amount being requested from the ABCUSA Matthew 25 Grant: $5000 
 

7. List other funding source(s):  
 

This is a new project -- we currently do not have any budget to provide for the physical needs 
of our clients.  Hope Prison Ministry (both in South Africa and its U.S. affiliate) commit to 
sourcing the funds to cover staff and volunteer costs for implementing the project -- ministering 
to clients in correctional centres, driving to their houses to deliver supplies, and running follow-
up support groups.  They are currently applying for funding from two South African charitable 
foundations for additional staff to support and grow this project.  
 

8. Please submit along with your application a copy of: 
-‐ Your mission statement. 
-‐ A financial statement FOR THIS MINISTRY.  This can be a budget or projected budget, 

and should not exceed 2 pages.  Church budgets are not acceptable. 
 
By submitting this application on behalf of (church name) Memorial Baptist Church, I certify that all the 
information submitted with this application is true and correct. We agree to use and/or disburse any 
grant funds awarded for the sole purpose as described within this application.  We will supply a 1-
page report on the use of the funds and a photo/photos within six months of receipt of the grant. 
 
Application submitted by (name of person): Rev. Stephanie Allen (your name typed here is your 
electronic signature)  
Date: August 17th 2017 
           
Please note: 

• Incomplete applications will not be considered. 
• Recipients agree to share their stories via the ABCUSA website. 
• Application deadline September 1. Grants will be distributed no later than October 15. 
• Only electronic submissions of completed applications and supporting documents will be 

accepted.  Completed applications should be sent via email to Tina.Turner@abc-usa.org. 
• Please review the instructions that follow and initial at the bottom to indicate you have read 

this information. 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Matthew 25 Grant: Memorial Baptist Church – Hope Prison Ministry Application  

 

Project Budget -- $5000 

$3000: Groceries and toiletries ($30 per pack) 

$800: Travel/delivery costs ($8 per pack) – We are not allowed to distribute at the prison itself and we value 

the opportunity to visit the ex-prisoners in their home environment.  

$1200: Special Needs fund to provide additional support on a case-by-case basis (i.e. clothing, transportation 

to a job before the first paycheck is received) 

Note: Hope Prison Ministry’s 2016 audited financial statements are attached. 

 

Hope Prison Ministry Background: 

Hope Prison Ministry is a South African non-profit organisation founded in 1991.  Hope Prison Ministry is led 

by founders and Executive Directors Jonathan and Jenny Clayton, both South African.  Jonathan is himself an 

ex-prisoner.  He and Jenny are both ordained as ministers by the Baptist Union of South Africa and serve as 

National Chaplains for the denomination.   

Hope Prison Ministry is Christian and interdenominational, comprising of volunteers from many church 

backgrounds and serving clients of all faiths.  We serve five different client groups: incarcerated people, 

formerly incarcerated people, families of incarcerated people, victims of crime, and correctional officers. 

 

Hope Prison Ministry’s Mission: 

To bring the hope we have through Jesus Christ to incarcerated people and all those affected by their crimes, 

in order to: heal past hurts, reconcile broken relationships, and empower them to uplift themselves, their 

families, and their communities. 

 

Connection with Memorial Baptist Church: 

Memorial Baptist Church has supported its former members Anne and Andrew May as missionaries to South 

Africa since 2010.  Anne and Andrew started volunteering with Hope Prison Ministry in 2008 and joined full-

time as Operations Directors in 2014.  
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