
ABCUSA MATTHEW 25 GRANT APPLICATION - 2017 
 
A generous donor has given a sum of money through American Baptist Churches USA  
Office of the General Secretary, to be used for programs that address “housing, feeding, 
education and health with regard to the less fortunate.” A panel will select recipients for 
grants of up to $5,000.  Awards will be granted only to ministries of an American Baptist 
church in good standing with their Region. This is a change from previous grant cycles. 
We will no longer award grants to organizations affiliated with churches such as a 
cooperative group that includes non-ABC churches; applications must be submitted by an 
ABC church for work being done directly by that church. 
 
Only one application per church will be considered within a 24-month period. Because this change 
was made following the Fall 2016 cycle, recipients of a Spring 2016 grant are eligible to apply.  
 
Grant funds may not be used to fund staff positions, rainy day funds, church benevolent funds, regular 
ongoing church operating expenses (i.e. utilities, insurance), repairs, or for capital improvements to 
facilities. Grant awards will be sent to the ABC church that is applying for the grant; checks will not be 
made payable to an individual or ministry.  

 
Tab through the document to fill in all the fields below. 

1. Applicant Information 
Name of Church:  First Baptist Church 
Mailing Address: 1701 Mound Road, Jacksonville, Illinois 62650 
Phone: 217-245-6119 Federal Tax ID#: 37-0724097 
Name of Region: Great Rivers 
Contact person (person completing this form): Kim Runkle  
Email of contact person: kimrunkle@fbcjaxil.org 
 
Does your church contribute to United Mission?  Yes     No 
 
Have you previously been awarded an ABCUSA Matthew 25 Grant? Yes     No 
If so, have you submitted your report on the use of the funds? Yes     No 
 

2. What ministry or group will use these funds? 
Personal Needs Pantry 
 

3. Specifically, how do you plan to use the requested funds?   
Please include a very brief and specific statement on how the money will be spent. For 
example: to purchase school supplies for 100 elementary school children; to provide summer 
camp scholarships for 10 children from low-income families; purchase diapers and wipes for 
single mothers. You are encouraged to attach a longer description (no more than one page) of 
the ministry or project. 
to purchase household cleaning and personal care items to distribute to families in need 
 

4. How will the funds assist individuals battling poverty and its effects? What impact do you hope 
to make on the target group or community? 
The funds will be used to provide items that cannot be purchased with SNAP benefits.  These 
items will be distributed to families in need in order to help them maintain personal dignity and 
cleanliness and a healthy home environment.  We hope to impact these families by giving 
them a hand up in their time of need, whether it be illness, unemployment, or other 
circumstances. 
 

5. Total cost of the project: unknown, project will continue until funds are depleted 
 

6. Amount being requested from the ABCUSA Matthew 25 Grant: $5,000 
 



7. List other funding source(s): congregational and community donations 
 

8. Please submit along with your application a copy of: 
- Your mission statement. 
- A financial statement FOR THIS MINISTRY.  This can be a budget or projected budget, 

and should not exceed 2 pages.  Church budgets are not acceptable. 
 
By submitting this application on behalf of (church name) First Baptist Church, I certify that all the 
information submitted with this application is true and correct. We agree to use and/or disburse any 
grant funds awarded for the sole purpose as described within this application.  We will supply a 1-
page report on the use of the funds and a photo/photos within six months of receipt of the grant. 
 
Application submitted by (name of person): Kim Runkle (your name typed here is your electronic 
signature)  
Date: 8/29/17 
           
Please note: 

 Incomplete applications will not be considered. 

 Recipients agree to share their stories via the ABCUSA website. 

 Application deadline September 1. Grants will be distributed no later than October 15. 

 Only electronic submissions of completed applications and supporting documents will be 
accepted.  Completed applications should be sent via email to Tina.Turner@abc-usa.org. 

 Please review the instructions that follow and initial at the bottom to indicate you have read 
this information. 

 
 
 

Instructions and information for completing the 2017 ABCUSA Matthew 25 Grant application 
 
1. General information 
Awards will be granted only to ministries of an American Baptist church in good standing with their 
Region. This is a change from previous grant cycles. We will no longer award grants to organizations 
affiliated with churches such as a cooperative group that include non-ABC churches; applications 
must be submitted by an ABC church in good standing. 
 
When determining Grants awards, the following criteria will be considered: whether the church is in 
good standing within the region; whether the church contributes to United Mission; number of and 
amounts of previous Matthew 25 Grants received; sustainability of ministry beyond Matthew 25 Grant 
funding; description of ministry and needs addressed by funding; and the budget submitted along with 
this application. 
 
Checks will be made payable to the church. Checks will not be made to an individual or ministry. 
 
3. Specifically, how do you plan to use the requested funds? 
Briefly describe what will be purchased with the grant funds if awarded. Be specific with the expected 
use of these funds. This should be a very short and specific statement on where the money will be 
spent, do not include a lengthy narrative of the ministry project. 
 
You are encouraged to provide a longer description of the ministry but this additional information must 
be limited to no more than one page in length and submitted as an attachment. 
 
Please note that grant funds may not be used to fund staff positions and salaries, for capital 
improvements to church facilities, to pay for regular ongoing church operating expenses (i.e. utilities, 
insurance) or repairs, or to maintain a “Rainy Day fund” or church benevolent fund. 
 
4. How will the funds assist individuals battling poverty and its effects? 
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ABCUSA MATTHEW 25 GRANT APPLICATION 
 

First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, IL 
 

 
 

Question 3:  Specifically, how do you plan to use the requested funds? 
 
First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Illinois, requests funds from the ABCUSA Matthew 25 Grant to provide 
support to our outreach ministry, The Personal Needs Pantry.   This ministry provides items that are not 
provided by a typical food pantry or covered by SNAP (food stamp) benefits. These are things such as:  toilet 
paper, shampoo, soap, razors, shaving cream, tooth/oral care products, facial tissues, bandages, laundry 
detergent, dish soap, diapers, feminine hygiene products and other personal care and/or household 
cleaning items. 
 
 
 

Question 4:  How will the funds assist individuals battling poverty and its effects? 
 
Funds given to the Personal Needs Pantry provides the non-food items listed above.  These items can be 
expensive but are necessary to maintain quality of life, a healthy home environment, personal dignity, and 
the ability to present oneself appropriately to seek and maintain work.   
 
Our mission has always been to serve any household needing our help, regardless of the reason.  We open 
our doors to those receiving long-term assistance as well as those in short-term crisis.  Increasingly, 
however, we are seeing a constituency that we have not previously serviced.  This is due to the continued 
budget crisis affecting the State of Illinois.  Many local businesses and non-profits rely on State funding or 
grants, and because those monies are essentially “in limbo” and not being paid until Illinois passes a budget, 
business and agencies are furloughing and/or laying off workers.  This has caused a major uptick in the 
number of families reaching out for assistance.  We feel called to help these families – any little bit of 
assistance we can provide means their limited income can go to other bills, thereby helping to avoid a 
situation of bankruptcy or homelessness.  
 
 In addition, our Pantry volunteers provide emotional support and prayer to those seeking our help and 
referrals to other assistance programs when needed. 
 
 
Question 5:  What is the total cost of the project? 
 
Undetermined – we plan to use all funds and/or products donated to The Personal Needs Pantry for the care 
of those who need our services – there are no overhead costs and there is no foreseeable end date. 
 
 
Question 6:  Amount being requested from the ABCUSA Matthew 25 Grant     
 

 $ 5,000.00 
 

 
Question 7:  Your other funding source(s): 
 
Solely donations from our congregation and community; there is no provision in our church budget for The 
Personal Needs Pantry.  
 
 
 



Question 8a:  Mission Statement  
 
In accordance with directives given by the Scriptures (Deuteronomy 15:11, Proverbs 28:27, Matthew 25:34-
45, James 2:15-16, 1 Timothy 6:18 and 1 John 3:17-19) the mission of the Personal Needs Pantry is to 
provide families in our community who are struggling with job loss, financial instability or poverty a way to 
obtain basic necessities, allowing them to maintain personal dignity and a healthy home environment.   
 
 
Question 8b:  Financial Statement 
 
The Personal Needs Pantry is a ministry of First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Illinois that is supported 
entirely by special offerings and product donations from our congregation and community.  As such, we do 
not have a budget or financial statement for this project.  Statements of income and expense for the 
calendar year 2016 and 2017 YTD are included with this application.  All monies given to the Personal Needs 
Pantry are spent on product inventory to distribute.  Volunteers and church staff operate the program and 
those expenses are picked up by the church’s administrative budget. 
 
Over the last 20 months, the Personal Needs Pantry received financial contributions of $13,743.70 and spent 
$12,836.56 for supplies (inventory).    In addition to the Matthew 25 Grant, we held a trivia night that 
generated $1,142.20, and received donations from local service clubs that totaled $2,000.   
 
Purchases were made in bulk from local retailers and a Chicago-based wholesaler to reduce cost and stretch 
funding as much as possible.  In addition, an undetermined amount of product donations supplemented our 
purchases.   With these measures, we have reduced our average visit cost to $14.25.  In 2016, the Pantry 
serviced 661 visits, a 27% increase over the prior year.   In the first 8 months of 2017, the Pantry has serviced 
503 visits, which puts us on track to service 755 families/visits by year end.   It is estimated that it will cost 
$12,000 to operate the Personal Needs Pantry in the year 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note regarding expense statement (account activity):  In the interest of full transparency, receipts for 
purchases and reimbursements listed on the expense statement will be provided promptly upon request. 
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