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When we are united in God’s mission,

our United Mission will grow.
God’s mission is full-spectrum.  It endures across the millennia of time and stretches to all parts of the globe we know as Planet Earth.

In this time of Advent, consider again these words from Isaiah 40:1-8:

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

A voice says, ‘Cry out!’  And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.

The metaphor of grass is used here to describe all people.  Not very flattering, but accurate nonetheless!  Yet wonderfully, the inconstancy of human beings is more than matched by the constant love of God.  The words of Isaiah 40:8 tell us that what is missing in human beings, God will supply.  Even though the grass withers and the flower fades, the word of our God will stand forever.  God’s word spoken in judgment also speaks of promise.  The horizon of fulfillment is in sight.

In the first chapter of John, in verse 1, we read:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  The word of our God that will stand forever is now seen as God incarnate in Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ.  The birth of Jesus, for which we use the word “Christmas,” advances God’s unfolding mystery and mission to the world.

Another major step toward fulfillment is found in the words of John the Baptist in John 1:23:  “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness . . . as the prophet Isaiah said.”  The words he used are drawn from the opening verses of Isaiah 40.  John the Baptist heralds something old and something new.  What is old is the command to “make straight the way of the Lord,” from the opening of Isaiah 40.  What is new is the arrival on the scene of Jesus, the Messiah.

The heavenly voice in Isaiah 40 has become the voice of John in the wilderness, as John prepares the way for Jesus the Christ.  The teachings and ministry of Jesus, his death and resurrection, are blazed markers on the path of fulfilling God’s mission.
Another major transition occurs in Matthew 28:16-20, which describes the Commissioning of the Disciples:

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’

The age of the church’s engagement in God’s mission had begun.  Notice the verbs in the words that we most often describe as “the Great Commission”:  Jesus’ disciples are to go, make disciples of all nations, baptize them, and teach them.  These are action verbs.  They are the reason the church exists.  Are we heeding the call?  Are we galvanized to act and overcome the cultural obstacles and human traits that resist the work of doing God’s mission? The grass does wither, the flower does fade, but the word of our God stands forever.  And, Jesus said, he is with us to the end of the age.

All American Baptist ministries in the United States and around the globe come alive through United Mission.  Your financial support and prayers and those of your congregation are participation in God’s full-spectrum mission.

THANK YOU for your support of and prayers for American Baptist United Mission!
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